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The C O N T E NTS. 

A Cft/ious Relation of a Sul fiance fox-ad in g cm extent '.net in fome 
Mines of Italy , out of which is made a kind of Incombufiiblc b»ih 
Skin, Paper, and Canaferrech Some Experiments fbevriw the d : f V 
fcrence of lit made without Air, from that which is produced With 
Air. Extracts of three Letters ± one, concerning fome P kilofophical 
Inquiries abont $>pidcv$, together with a Table of 3 3 forts of Spider s 
to be foundin England ^ as alfoof ' a hind of Viviparous Flj: The 
fecond , about an Infect feeding upon Henbain , and thereby qua- 
lifying in its body the hcrridfme/l of that Plant , and altering it to 
an Aromatic al and agreeable one : 7 he third, containing fom* Qb 
fetvations of Glow-worms* An Accompt of forte Book-' * 
1. Of the VSE FVLN ESS of EXPERIMENT 
TAL NATURAL P HILO SO P HT , the Second 
Tome , b;'the Honourable Robert Boyle. II. Enchiridion ME 
TAPHTSr.VM, fade REBVS INCORPORElS Dljfert*- 
tiorfer H^UCantabrig'enfem 1 II ♦ Dioph.wii Alcxand.ini A KITH 
METlCQRVAf Librifex, cum Comment arii* C. G. Bacheti rj 
Obfervationibus D. P. de Fcrmat, annexo Dofl,ina AN A LY- 
TIC *s£ Invent novo. I V. The Prodromus of a Dijfertation con- 
cerning a SOLID not :tr ally contained in a SOLID, by Nicol. 
Steno. V. Rofetum GEOMETRICVM Ihotrs Hobbe* 
Malmeshtrienfis. An Advertisement concerning 4»EagUfl) Im- 
prejpon of V itruvius. 
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A Curious Relation, taken out the third Venetian Journal de Let- 
teratt , of March 1 5. 1 67 1 ^ Of a Sub fiance found in great quan- 
tities in fome Alines of 1 1 aly *, out of n hich is made a kind of incom - 
bufiible both Skjn^ Paper t and Candle week^, together with the Ex- 
periments made therewith. 

SIgnor Alarco Antonio Cafiapna, Superintendent of 
fome Mines xwhaly^ hath lighted in one of them up- 
on a great quantity of that LanuginousScone,caIl d 
Amianthus , which he knows fo to prepare, as to render 
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it fotra&able and foft , that it refembleth well enough 
a very fine Lambs-skin dreffed white. He thickens and 
thins it, to what degree he pleafeth, and thereby maketh 
it like either to a very whice Skin, or to a very white Pa- 
per; both which refills the moft violent fire r as hath 
been experimented feveral times, Firft, The Skin was 
cover'd with kindled coals, whence it took flame, but 
being taken out afcer it had been left there a while ,• the 
fiery colour prefently difappear'd, and it became cold 
and white again as before-; the fire 3 it feems^paffingonly 
thorough, without wafting or altering any thing of it 5 
whereas fome of the hardeft and folideft Mettals^as Iron 
and Copper s reduced to very thin plates , and kept as 
long in the fire as this fubftance was D would caft Scales* 
Again, This Skin being made as thin as Paper, doth not 
only ycild that ancient and fo much admired Arnianthuiy 
but is alfo perfe&er than that which comes from Cyprus, 
nnd not inferiouF to that, which fometimes, though but 
feldom, comes out of Chtm. This Paper was alfo tryed 
in the fire, and there it remained likewife without any 
vifible detriment, or without the Ieaft change of its firft 
whitenefs, finenefs, or foftnefs* Of the fume matter this 
Artift hath wrought a Week^ never to be confumed as 
long as 'tis fed, nor altering its quality afrer the aliment 
is wafted away* And if that famous and incombuftible 
Oyl were found out again,we read of,this matter would 
yeilJ the Week for that everhfting Light/o much cele • 
brated by the Antients. 

The Inventor promifeth to make further Experi- 
ments with this fubftance, for other difcoveries. At the 
prefent h? is refolded to prepare of it fuch a quantity of 
Paper,as miy make a Book,and to cover it with the Skin 
nude of the fame, and to fow it together with thread 
rmde of the fame , and to write in it Letters of Gold j 
fothat fuchji Book, being made in all the parts of it 
incombuftible, and everlafting againft the power and 
injuries of all the Elements, as -being proof ag* ; nft the 
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fttofigeft,aftd not being fabjeft to Corruption from the 
other^ as Wateror Air, may deferve (be faith) the name 
of the Book of Eternity* 

Some Experiments of Signor CaroloRjnaidini, Philof&pher 
and Mathematician in the Vniverftty of Padoua 5 {hewing 
the difference $f Ice made without Air y from that which 
is produced with Air: Lithe fame Venetian Journal* 

THere was taken a Olafscane , about if of a Flo- 
rentin bratcia or Ell, open at one end, of which a- 
bove one Ell and a quarter was fiU'd with Quick- filver, 
the reft with common water. This open end was (hut 
with a finger, and inverted into a veflel with ftagnant 
Wercury 5 then 'removing the finger y the Mercury be- 
gan to fall out, fo riiat the sggregatof the Quick-filver 
and water falling, the water remain d in the upper-pare 
of the inverted cane, now free from Air. This beuig 
done, the Cane was thusexpofed to the open Air in the 
Month of January , in frofty weather , and in one night 
the water in it was congealed into Ice of a very good 
confidence* Afterwards Signer Rinatdini, having com- 
pared this Ice with that which was produced in the open 
Air, found, that the ice in the Cane was in fubftancs al- 
together like that of Hail, that is,an opaque and whitifli 
Body 3 whereas that, which was made in the Air , was 
transparent like Chryftal. Befides, he obferved, that the 
Ice made in the Cane-was heavier in/pecie than that in the 
ambient Air: which he difcover'd by putting it into a 
fluid, which was in fpecie lighter than water , but heavier 
than lee madein the open Air ; whereby he found,thar, 
whereas the Ice made in the Cane funk, that in the Air 
floated therein* 

Which Experiment feemsnotto favour thoft (faith 
the Author,) who efteem, that Ice, made in the common 
Air, is produced by the extrufion of Air*latitant in the 
water, and by the refolution of the more fubtile parts, 
receiving in their ftead the mixture of terreftrial exha- 
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